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Happy NEW YEAR!

Winter Reading is here! 
AND it’s for all ages...
December 16, 2019 - March 7, 2020

READ all about Winter Reading on page 4
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PHONE (606) 784-7137    FAX (606) 784-2130
ROWANCOUNTYLIBRARY.ORG
175 Beacon Hill Drive, Morehead, KY 40351

Library Hours
Monday - Thursday.. 9 am - 8 pm
Friday & Saturday.... 9 am - 5 pm
Sunday..................... 1 pm - 5 pm
Drive-Thru book return open 24/7

Library Closures
January 20, Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 17,  Presidents’ Day 
 

Know what’s happening at YOUR 
Rowan County Public Library! 

Get updates about programs, 
events, and materials that we offer 
by connecting through social 
media.

Interactive Issue   
Click to skip or follow links. 

http://rowancountylibrary.org


100 best books of 2019
This new collection was inspired by the December issue of BookPage. 

Pick up a free copy of the BookPage magazine in the Library for more inspired reads!

All books listed on this 
page are available on 
pre-loaded Kindles. 
Check one out and start 
reading today! 

Kindles are located near 
the front desk.

Best Romance
Red, White, & Royal Blue 

by Casey McQuiston

Get a Life, Chloe Brown
by Talia Hibbert

Teach Me by Olivia Dade

Evvie Drake Starts Over 
by Linda Holmes

The Bride Test
by Helen Hoang

Best Fiction
The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead

Fleishman is in Trouble 
by Taffy Brodesser-Akner 

Late in the Day by Tessa Hadley

The Shadow King
by Maaza Mengiste

The Tenth Muse
by Catherine Chung

Olive, Again by Elizabeth Strout

The Testaments by Margaret Atwood

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous by 
Ocean Vuong

Lot by Bryan Washington

The Dutch House by Ann Patchett

Best Mystery
Heaven, My Home 

by Attica Locke

Lady in the Lake
by Laura Lippman

Conviction by Denise Mina

Bad Axe County by John Galligan

The Right Sort of Man 
by Allison Montclair

Best Nonfiction
In the Dream House 

by Carmen Maria Machado

Trick Mirror by Jia Tolentino

Underland by Robert Macfarlane

Say Nothing by Patrick Radden Keefe

Inheritance by Dani Shapiro 

Best Sci-Fi
Gideon the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir

A Memory Called Empire
by Arkady Martine

Wanderers by Chuck Wendig

The Priory of the Orange Tree
by Samantha Shannon

Ninth House by Leigh Bardugo

Best Young Adult
Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind Them 

All by Laura Ruby

Pet by Akwaeke Emezi

Lovely War by Julie Berry

We Contain Multitudes 
by Sarah Henstra

The Downstairs Girl
by Stacey Lee

Ask a staff member for 
assistance with finding 
any of these titles.  

YOUR RCPL is currently team Mystic. 

When you visit the Library, you’ll find books, movies, video 
games…and Pokémon! We’ve got a gym and two PokéStops, 
which means you can come here every day of the year, during 
all of our events and activities, to find and catch ’em all.

Find out more at www.rowancountylibrary.org/pgo
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Located on top of the New and Bestseller shelves. 

New Year
New  Series

Start the new year off right... with a new book series or a 2019 bestseller! 

All of these books are #1 of a series.
Book display located in the Young Adult 
Area on top of the New and Bestseller 
shelves. Bestsellers from years past. Book 

display located near the front desk. 

Young Adult Book Display

of the
the BEST
BEST

Adult Book Display
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RCPL Winter Reading 

Register anytime NOW through February for fun events, lots 
of reading, prizes, and origami! The mother goose group will 
have weekly sing-alongs, stories, and playtime. For children, 
we will have weekly stories and crafts beginning in January. 
For teens/adults we will be having crafting events, callig-
raphy, and a theatrical performance by Rachel Lee Rogers 

(read more on page 6.) Register in the Children’s Area for all 
age groups to get your Winter Reading themed bag, manual, 

reading log, and even a few freebies. 

Find out more at rowancountylibrary.org/winter-reading

Weekly Activities 
for ages birth – 36 months
Join us in the Children’s Area for 
stories and playtime on every 
Tuesday at 10:15 am

Weekly Activities for ages 3-12
Join us in the Children’s Area for 
themed stories and crafts for ages 
3-12 on every Monday and 
Thursday at 4:00 pm.

New crafts every week! 
Pick one day to come each week. Visit the link above for more events.
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Drawn to the Light: Part 2
A Penny Dreadful 
Continuing Story 
Written by Megan Harmon 
Art by Dawn Sargent

A layer of frost covered the dead winter ground. 
It was fresh, indicated by the soft crunch it made when 
feet trekked through the terrain. Dawn was on the horizon, 
filling the sky with light orange hues and radiant light from 
a waking sun. Perhaps the rising sun would rid the air of its 
chilliness. Perhaps it wouldn’t and the air would stay cold 
throughout the day. The tired body wading through the air 
didn’t care what the temperature did. All she cared about 
was going back to bed. 
 
Such sleep wouldn’t come to her any time soon and she 
knew it too. She has a busy day ahead of her. The school bus 
would be here in roughly half an hour. Within that half an 
hour, she needed to change into something comfortable so 
sitting at a desk for eight hours a day wouldn’t be completely 
unbearable, make some kind of breakfast, gather her supplies 
for school, and make sure that she did it all quietly. The last 
thing she wanted was to wake her mom up after she came 
home from the graveyard shift maybe an hour prior. 
 
However, nothing could be accomplished in her morning 
routine until her canine companion followed through with 
his morning routine, hence why she was standing out in her 
backyard wearing nothing more than fuzzy pajamas and 
a winter coat over it, waiting for him to finish sniffing the 
ground so some progress could be made in both of their 
routines. 
 
The dog stopped sniffing, prompting a sigh of relief from 
his owner. However, that reaction was a little premature. The 
dog was now fixated on something other than the ground.
 
She looked to where the dog’s attention lied. Behind the 
house was a small garden. The garden was nothing more 
than a patch of dirt during this time of year. The only 
thing that stood in the garden now was a scarecrow, arms 
stretched wide and head leaning to the side. Hay stuck out 
of the openings of the old flannel shirt and faded pants it 
wore. It’s protected the garden year-round for years. No one 
in the house has ever bothered to take it down during the 
winter months. It has been around so long that it has earned 
a name; Francis. 
Continued on page 7...

Access movies, books, audio books, and more at  
rowancountylibrary.org/digital-resources

and select the hoopla logo. 

Login with your library card and start watching/reading/listening today! 
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Girl Singer;
A Performance That 
Will Take You Back 
in Time.  

The life story of iconic singer 
Rosemary Clooney comes to 
the local stage in a new mu-
sical production, Rosemary 
Clooney: Girl Singer. 

While many cherish her perfor-
mance in the film White Christ-
mas, some may not know that 
Clooney was a Kentucky girl, born 
in Maysville in 1928. After travel-
ling with big bands, Clooney was 
discovered by Hollywood. Her first 
feature film, Paramount Pictures’ 

The Stars Are Singing, debuted at 
her hometown movie theatre, the 
historic Russell Theater. Clooney 
worked closely with such stars as 
Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Tony 
Bennett, and Bob Hope and count-
ed Billie Holiday and Marlene 
Dietrich amongst her close friends. 
Back in Kentucky, she was an ad-
vocate for mental health, as well as 
a mentor to former Miss America 
and Kentucky Secretary of State 
candidate Heather French Henry. 
Clooney, sister of Nick Clooney 
and aunt to George Clooney, has 
a life story full of humor as well as 
the overcoming of adversity. She is 
known as one of the greatest vocal-
ists of the 20th century. A few of 
her biggest recording hits include 
‘Come On-a My House’ and ‘Ten-
derly’, which will be featured with 

live accompaniment in Girl Sing-
er’s play list of over twenty beloved 
songs from the 1940s, 50s, and 60s. 
This one-woman show was written 
and will be performed by actor Ra-
chel Lee Rogers of Versailles, KY, 
who will be familiar to many from 
her Kentucky Chautauqua per-
formance of Jean Ritchie: Damsel 
with a Dulcimer. Rogers is accom-
panied by Dr. Lorne Dechtenberg 
of Lexington’s Bluegrass Opera & 
Music Theatre. Rogers and Decht-
enberg recently travelled to many 
Kentucky communities with their 
original production of Mary Todd, 
a New American Musical. Their 
company, Upbeat Arts, is dedicated 
to musical Kentucky storytelling 
that appeals to the whole family. 
This performance is free and open 
to the public.
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Although the dog has never been too 
fond of Francis, he has recognized that 
the scarecrow wasn’t going to do anything 
to him. She wasn’t for sure why the dog 
was so focused on it now. She tilted her 
head curiously and looked at the scare-
crow from the distance. 
Nothing seemed off. 

Shaking her head, she approached the 

Drawn to the Light: Part 2 continued...

scarecrow, hoping that if the 
dog saw that everything was 
fine, he would stop being so 
worrisome. The scarecrow 
always had a friendly face. That 
much stayed the same. An old 
burlap sack had black buttons 
sewn onto it to create warm 
eyes and a smile. 
Something was off though.

The morning sun was still 
rising. A gleam from the 
buttons made sense, but the 
closer she looked, the more 
apparent it became that this 
wasn’t a gleam from the 
morning sun. It was like a 
flashlight was burning behind 
the buttons. 

The dog barked loudly at her 
next step. She turned her head 
to shush the dog. When she 
turned back around, she froze. 
The button eyes dropped to 
the frosty ground. Bright light 
radiated from the areas where 
they once were. The lopsid-
ed head straightened up. She 
screamed. The cold ground 
crunched under her feet as 
she sprinted away.The ground 
crunched again when a new set 
of “feet” followed.   
This story will continue in the next newsletter.

A Penny Dreadful

For more events visit rowancountylibrary.org

COMING SOON...
A new Reading Challenge! 
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If you haven’t already watched all 8 seasons of Game of Thrones, 

you still have time to read, watch, and even play the game until 

the new spinoff series comes to HBO in 2021. The following 

items and more are available for checkout at your RCPL! 

Currently, the hottest fantasy TV series are STAR WARS’  The Mandalorian and NETFLIX’s The Witcher. Both series are 

only available for streaming accounts, but we do have lots of other themed materials available for checkout at your RCPL! 

All 5 of the Witcher 
Series books plus short 
stories written by 
Andrzej Sapkowski 
on a pre-loaded Kindle. 
Available at the front 
desk. 

All of the 
Ice & Fire books 
written by 
George R.R. Martin
plus more themed books 
on a pre-loaded Kindle. 
Available at the front 
desk. 

Kindle 76

Kindle 24

Catch up on the STAR WARS saga...

by reading a STAR WARS book.

Here’s What’s HOT Right Now!  For Sci-Fi Fantasy 

The Witcher
Volume 1 
written by 
Andrzej Sapkowski 
Available on OverDrive

The Witcher 2: 
Assassins of Kings
XBOX 360

Watch the complete series. Play the game. 
Read the books. You decide. 
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